
 
 

December 21, 2020 
 
The Honorable Louis DeJoy 
Postmaster General 
United States Postal Service 
475 L’Enfant Plaza S.W., Room 10300 
Washington, D.C. 20260-1000 
 
Dear Postmaster General DeJoy:   
 

We write regarding steps the U.S. Postal Service may take that would reduce access for 
our nation’s students and educators to educational materials.  
 

Previously, concerns have been raised regarding a proposal to change the primary 
shipment method for thousands of educational materials used by students and educators – known 
as bound printed matter or “BPM”—to a different category of mail.  The proposal under 
consideration would transfer BPM from the Market Dominant to the Competitive Market 
category of mail.   
 

In response to congressional requests for information, the Postal Service noted it does not 
have a clear understanding of how much revenue this change would raise.  It also noted that 
educational materials sent to pre-K through grade 12 schools comprise approximately 1.5 percent 
of the total BPM sent by consumers.  
 

Given the lack of information on how this change would have an impact on revenue, 
there is bipartisan, bicameral concern that if the Postal Service moves forward with this proposal, 
it could result in under-stocking of classroom libraries and harm learning opportunities for our 
elementary, middle, and high school students.  Indeed, this change may have limited benefit and 
could effectively lower Postal Service revenue if the mailers of this material are forced to leave 
the mail system. 
 

We therefore request that Postal Service exempt educational materials sent to pre-K 
through grade 12 schools if it requests BPM be transitioned to the competitive market category. 
Exempting educational BPM sent to our schools would also be consistent with federal law, 
which requires the Postal Regulatory Commission to consider the educational value to recipients 
when setting rates.   
 

While we recognize the Postal Service is currently facing a difficult financial position, it 
is critical that our students and educators continue to have affordable access to educational 
materials.  Thank you for your attention to this important matter.  
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Sincerely, 
 
 
         
              
Carolyn B. Maloney      Blaine Luetkemeyer 
Chairwoman       Member of Congress 
Committee on Oversight and Reform 

Roy Blunt       Charles E. Schumer 
United States Senator      United States Senator 

Susan Collins       Gary C. Peters 
United States Senator      United States Senator 

Chris Van Hollen      Ron Wyden 
United States Senator      United States Senator 

Cory A. Booker      Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senator      United States Senator 

Tammy Duckworth      Katie Porter 
United States Senator      Member of Congress 

Jim Cooper       Brian Fitzpatrick 
Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

Charles E. Schumer 
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Steve Cohen 
Member of Congress 


