
BEFORE THE
POSTAL REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20268

In the Matter of   *

SPANISH FORT, ALABAMA 36527  * Docket No.: A2021-1

City of Spanish Fort, Alabama Petitioner.  *   

MOTION TO COMPEL AND SUPPLEMENT TO APPLICATION FOR SUSPENSION OF
THE DETERMINATION OF THE POSTAL SERVICE TO CLOSE THE SPANISH FORT

POST OFFICE  

COMES NOW the City of Spanish Fort, Alabama, an Alabama municipal corporation

(sometimes referred to herein as “Petitioner” or “City”), and files this Motion to Compel and

Supplement to Application for Suspension of the Determination of the Postal Service to Close the

Spanish Fort Post Office and shows this Honorable Commission the following, to-wit:

1. The Petitioner hereby incorporates by reference the Petitioner’s Participant 

Statement and the Petitioner’s Application for Suspension of the Determination of the Postal Service

to Close the Spanish Fort Post Office by reference as though set forth fully herein.  In addition, the

Petitioner adopts the Public Representative’s Response Supporting Application to Suspend Closure

and the letters filed by United States Senator Richard Shelby, United States Senator Tommy

Tuberville and United States Representative Jerry L. Carl by reference as though set forth fully

herein.  

2. On December 29, 2020, the Postal Regulatory Commission entered a Notice

and Order Accepting Appeal and Establishing Procedural Scheduling, and the Order gave a deadline

of January 7, 2021, for the Postal Service to file the relevant administrative record.  The Postal

Service did not file a copy of the administrative record in violation of the aforementioned Order.  
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3. On information and belief, the Postal Service claims that it is not required to

follow the discontinuance procedures as the Spanish Fort Post Office is a Contract Postal Unit.  The

Petitioner disagrees with the Postal Service’s position, and at a minimum, the Petitioner asserts that

it should be considered a “sole source” and subject to the jurisdiction of the Postal Regulatory

Commission.  Furthermore, the Petitioner asserts that the “sole source” rule or exception as applied

by the Postal Regulatory Commission should be reviewed  in light of the circumstances in this

matter, and its application to post offices similar to the City of Spanish Fort should be reconsidered. 

The Spanish Fort Post Office is the only Post Office located within the corporate limits of Spanish

Fort, Alabama.  The Petitioner asserts that, when the only Post Office in the corporate limits of a

municipality is closed, heightened review and scrutiny should be given by the Postal Service and the

Postal Regulatory Commission.

4. The Postal Service takes the position that the Spanish Fort Post Office is not

a “sole source”, because it claims that the Daphne Post Office, Montrose Post Office and Mobile Post

Office are located within 4.8, 7 and 8.9 miles away from the Spanish Fort Post Office, respectively. 

The review should not be limited to the distances between the alternate Post Offices, but due

consideration should be given to the trip distances for potential users of the alternate locations and

potential barriers to service, among other considerations. In addition, without any supporting

documentation, the Postal Service claims that postal services are available at other businesses located

within 10 miles of the 36527 zip code.  These statements are made by the Postal Service without

providing any documentation for review, without providing the administrative record for review,

without considering geographical and practical barriers to service related to the alternate locations and

without duly considering the impact such a closing will have on the City of Spanish Fort and the

surrounding community, including adjacent rural areas served by the Spanish Fort Post Office. 



Furthermore, the Petitioner is required to file a response to the Postal Service’s motion to dismiss and

response to the appeal without the benefit of the administrative record.  At a minimum, the

determination of whether a Post Office is a “sole source” and subject to review by the Postal

Regulatory Commission should be made with a complete administrative record including all relevant

facts which can be reviewed by the Postal Regulatory Commission prior to the closing of the Post

Office.  In this case, unless the Postal Regulatory Commission grants the application to suspend the

closing pending the appeal, or unless the Postal Service elects to delay the closing pending the appeal,

the Post Office will close on January 15, 2021, prior to a final determination being made the Postal

Regulatory Commission in this matter.  The Spanish Fort Post Office has been in operation since

1961, and at a minimum, the review by the Postal Regulatory Commission with a full administrative

record should be completed prior to the closing.

5. The Postal Service has stated that it received  no bids with acceptable terms

for the operation of a Post Office in the City of Spanish Fort.  On information and belief, Petitioner

asserts that at least one bid was received for each solicitation, including multiple options, including 

an option to keep the post office boxes in Spanish Fort.  Without the administrative record, the Postal

Regulatory Commission has no way to determine whether or not the Postal Service is acting fairly

in this matter and in the solicitation of bids and review of responses.

6. The Postal Service states that the actions taken in closing the Spanish Fort Post

Office will not adversely affect the services provided to the citizens of Spanish Fort and the

surrounding community.  However, the closing of a Post Office, the moving of Post Office boxes to

the Daphne Post Office, the offering of less service in the corporate limits of the City of Spanish Fort,

the additional burden on citizens to travel to other locations to conduct business, among other reasons,

does adversely affect the level of service, and the Postal Service should be required to submit the



administrative record for the Postal Regulatory Commission and the public to review the analysis and

consideration given by the Postal Service related to the closing of the Spanish Fort Post Office.

7. On information and belief, the City of Spanish Fort is a growing municipality

with approximately 10,000 residents, and the surrounding Spanish Fort community is home to another

10,000 plus residents.  The City has experienced approximately 30.8% growth between 2010 and

2018, and it is expected that this level of growth will continue and possibly increase.  The Alabama

Department of Transportation projects that the City of Spanish Fort will be the largest city in Baldwin

County by 2035.

8. The City of Daphne and the surrounding community is growing as well.  While

the Postal Service plans to close the Spanish Fort Post Office and move the Spanish Fort post office

boxes to the Daphne Post Office, the Daphne Post Office as constructed has limited capacity.  With

the projected growth on the Eastern Shore in Baldwin County, it is likely that the Daphne Post Office

could reach maximum capacity in a few years requiring expansion or a new facility.  The capacity of

the Daphne Post Office and future demands for postal services in the area needs to be reviewed.

9. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, business operations at the Daphne Post Office

have been modified to allow for social distancing.  Additional service demands could cause further

delays in service.  The Postal Service should delay any planned closing of the Spanish Fort Post

Office during the pandemic to avoid additional demands for service at the Daphne Post Office.

10. On information and belief, the Spanish Fort Post Office has operated at a break

even point, and the Post Office seems to be very efficient in its operations.  Unlike other Contract

Postal Units which have been closed by the Postal Service, the City of Spanish Fort and the

surrounding community are not declining in population, and the Post Office is not losing money.



11. The Daphne Post Office is approximately 4.8 miles from the Spanish Fort Post

Office.  Depending on traffic conditions related to capacity issues on State and Federal Highways in

the area, including Interstate 10, during work and weekend traffic moving to and from the Alabama,

Florida and Mississippi gulf coast and traffic accidents that routinely divert traffic through the main

thoroughfares in Spanish Fort and Daphne, a round trip for service can take anywhere from thirty

minutes to one hour, depending on where you live.  Due to the size of the City of Spanish Fort and

the location of access roads, some citizens would be required to drive approximately 15 miles to the

Daphne Post Office.  Such travel distances and times would be difficult for our growing elderly

population as well.

12. While the Postal Service may not consider the Spanish Fort Post Office to be

a “real” Post Office, to the people who use this Post Office, it is a “real” Post Office and should not

be summarily closed without following the appropriate procedures and allowing for public comment. 

As the Spanish Fort Post Office is the only post office in the City, it should be deemed to be a “sole

source” for the purpose of review by the Postal Regulatory Commission.

13. The operator of the Spanish Fort Post Office has agreed to extend the term of

the present contract on the same terms and conditions pending the appeal and to allow additional time

for discussions.

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Petitioner respectfully requests that the

Postal Regulatory Commission grant this Motion to Compel and consider this Supplement to

Application for Suspension of the Determination of the Postal Service to Close the Spanish Fort Post

Office, order that the closing of the Spanish Fort Post Office be suspended pending the resolution of

this appeal and the Postal Service’s compliance with all applicable regulations and the orders of the



Postal Regulatory Commission, and order that the Postal Service immediately submit the

administrative record for review.

Respectfully submitted this 13th day of January, 2021.

         s/David J. Conner                                             
                                                       DAVID J. CONNER

City Attorney
City of Spanish Fort, Alabama / Petitioner

OF COUNSEL:
BLACKBURN & CONNER, P.C.
Attorneys at Law
Post Office Box 458
Bay Minette, Alabama  36507
  (251) 937-1750           

  


