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HUGH J. McCULLOUGH 
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July 24, 2020 

CERTIFIED MAIL NO. 7019 2280 0001 2505 7328 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Office of the Secretary 
Postal Regulatory Commission 
901 New York Avenue, N.W., Suite 200 
Washington, D.C. 20268 

Re: In the Matter of Bellville, Georgia 30414 

I'~ ~ I . ' 

'TELEPHONE: (912) 654-2116 
FACSIMILE: (912) 654-2127 

Appeal of Postal Service Determination to Close Bellville Post Office 
Docket No.: 30414 

Dear Madrun or Sir: 

Pursuant to 39 U.S.C. § 404(d)(5), the City of Bellville, Georgia, does hereby appeal the 
United States Postal Service's Final Determination to close the Bellville Post Office. It is the position 
of the City that the Postal Service has failed to adhere to the applicable laws and regulations governing 
the discontinuance of post offices, in particular the requirements of 39 C.F .R. § 241.3. 

Accordingly, enclosed herewith for filing in the above-referenced matter, please find the 
Participant Statement of the City of Bellville. Please file the srune and return a strunped "Filed" copy 
to my office in the enclosed self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

Please direct all correspondence to me from this point forward. Should you need anything 
additional, please do not hesitate to contact me at the telephone number above. 

Thanking you for your assistance, I run 

Enclosures 
cc: Mayor Ernest J. Cox 

Ms. Harriett A. Anderson, City Councilmember 
Mr. Jody McCoy, City Councilmember 
Mr. Jrunes Derwood Tootle, Jr., City Councilmember 



BEFORE THE 
POSTAL REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20268 

In the Matter of 

BELLVILLE, GEORGIA 30414 

City of Bellville, Petitioner. 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

Docket No.: 30414 

PARTICIPANT STATEMENT 

COMES NOW the City of Bellville, Georgia, a Georgia Municipal Corporation, and shows 

this Honorable Commission the following, to wit: 

1. 

Petitioner is appealing the Postal Service's Final Determination concerning the Bellville, 

Georgia Post Office. The Final Determination was dated July 1, 2020. 

2. 

In accordance with applicable law, 39 U.S.C. § 404(d)(5), the Petitioner requests the Postal 

Regulatory Commission to review the Postal Service's Final Determination on the basis of the 

Administrative Record before the Postal Service in the making of the Final Determination. 

3. 

The Postal Service's Final Determination should be reversed and remanded for further 

consideration because the Postal Service has failed to adhere to the applicable laws and regulations 

governing the discontinuance of post offices, in particular the requirements of 39 C.F .R. § 241.3. 

As support for this contention, Petitioner shows the following: 

(A) To the best of Petitioner's knowledge and belief, the Postal Service did not conduct 

a feasibility study of the discontinuance of the Bellville Post Office as required by 

39 C.F.R. § 241.3(a)(3). 
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(B) In the event that a feasibility study was conducted, the Postal Service did not 

provide the public with notice of the proposed action so as to enable the persons 

served by the Bellville Post Office to evaluate the proposal and provide comments. 

Id. § 241.3(a)(3)(i). 

(C) The Postal Service is required to provide both notice and questionnaires to postal 

customers at the facility under study. Id. § 214.3(a)(4)(iii). To the best of 

Petitioner's knowledge and belief, no customer of the Bellville Post Office received 

notice or questionnaires by mail or otherwise as required. Id. 

(D) The Final Determination was issued to the customers of the Bellville Post Office, 

without the benefit of public comments, by letter dated July 1, 2020, from Mr. 

Adam Snow, Postmaster of Claxton, Georgia. A copy of said Final Determination 

is attached hereto and made a part hereof as Exhibit A. Said Final Determination 

did not contain the factual findings required by 39 C.F.R. § 241.3(a)(3)(ii) and 

39 U.S.C. § 404(d)(3). 

(E) To the best of Petitioner's knowledge and belief, no written proposal was prepared 

as required by 39 C.F.R. § 241.3(c)(4). 

(F) If such a written proposal was prepared, said proposal and invitation for public 

comment were never made available to the affected customers, nor were they 

posted in the facility under study as required by 39 C.F.R. § 241.3(d)(l). 

(G) No community meeting was held to provide outreach and gain public input as 

required by 39 C.F.R. § 241.3(d)(3). 

(H) 39 C.F.R. § 241.3(d)(4) requires that all documentation gathered and considered 

concerning the proposed change must be retained in the record, and such record 
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must be made available for public inspection at the affected Postal Service 

locations. No record was made available for public inspection. On July 23, 2020, 

Mayor Ernest J. Cox of Bellville spoke via telephone with Mr. Adam Snow, 

Postmaster of Claxton, Georgia, and requested a copy of said record. Mr. Snow 

replied that he was unaware of the existence of any such record and that if such 

record did exist, he was unaware of where and how Mayor Cox could obtain the 

same. 

(I) The Final Determination which was issued by the Postal Service failed to include 

the notice required by 39 C.F .R. § 241.3(f)(2)(i), in that it did not notify the affected 

customers of their right to inspect the record. 

(J) The Final Determination which was issued by the Postal Service failed to include 

the notice required by 39 C.F.R. § 241.3(f)(2)(ii), in that it did not notify the 

affected customers of their right to appeal said Final Determination to the Postal 

Regulatory Commission. 

4. 

The Postal Service has failed to adequately consider the issues which it is required to 

consider under 39 C.F.R. § 241.3. 

5. 

The Postal Service has failed to make factual findings and document the same as required 

by 39 C.F.R. § 241.3. 

6. 

The Postal Service has failed to post any notices at the Bellville Post Office informing 

affected customers of either the proposal or of the Final Determination. 
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WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Petitioner respectfully appeals the Postal 

Service's Final Determination dated July 1, 2020, and respectfully prays that this Honorable 

Commission reverse and remand said Final Determination. 

Respectfully submitted this 24th day of July, 2020. 

Law Office of Hugh J. McCullough, P.C. 
Post Office Box 39 
406 North Caswell Street 
Glennville, Georgia 30427 
Telephone: (912) 654-2116 
Facsimile: (912) 654-2127 
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Exhibit A 



~ UNITED ST/JTES 
~ POST/JL SERVICE 

July 1, 2020 

Dear Postell Customer: 

The Bellville Village Post Office will be permanently closed effective August 31, 2020. 

To preserve the identity of Bellville, GA 30414, all active PO Boxes will be relocated to the 
Hagan Post Office (2 miles) where your PO Box service will continue with no disruption in 
receipt of your mail. 

Hagan Post Office 
5272 NW US Highway 280 
Hagan, GA 30429 

To ensure there is minimal disruption or delay in receipt of your mail, it is critical that if you 
do not choose to continue your PO Box service that you take the necessary action to 
determine where you would like to have your mail delivered beginning September 1, 2020. 

A change of address (COA) card will be available at the Hagan Post Office or you can go on
line to usps.com to electronically file your COA. 

Refunds for key deposits and for unused box fees will be computed in monthly increments 
and can be requested at the Hagan Post Office prior to September 1, 2020. 

We have enjoyed serving you at this location over the past years and apologize for any 
inconvenience this closure may cause you. 

We appreciate your business and look forward to serving you at another USPS location, 

Sincerely, 

Adarn Snow 
Postmaster, Claxton GA 

Cl.AXTON POST OFFICE 
7 COURTHOUSE ST. 
CLAXTON, GA 30417-9998 



BEFORE THE 
POSTAL REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20268 

In the Matter of 

BELLVILLE, GEORGIA 30414 

City of Bellville, Petitioner. 

GEORGIA, EV ANS COUNTY 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

VERIFICATION 

Docket No.: 30414 

Personally appeared before the undersigned officer duly authorized to administer oaths 

ERNEST J. COX, who, on oath, states that he is the Mayor of the City of Bellville, Georgia, 

Petitioner in the above and foregoing Participant Statement, and that the facts alleged therein are 

true and correct to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 24th day of July, 2020. 

ERNEST J. 0 
Mayor 
City of Bellville, Petitioner 

(SEAL) 



BEFORE THE 
POSTAL REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20268 

In the Matter of 

BELLVILLE, GEORGIA 30414 

City of Bellville, Petitioner. 

GEORGIA, EV ANS COUNTY 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

VERIFICATION 

Docket No.: 30414 

Personally appeared before the undersigned officer duly authorized to administer oaths 

HARRIETT A. ANDERSON, who, on oath, states that she is a City Councilmember of the City 

of Bellville, Georgia, Petitioner in the above and foregoing Participant Statement, and that the facts 

alleged therein are true and correct to the best of her knowledge and belief. 

Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 24th day of July, 2020. 

~ ERSON 
City Councilmember 
City of Bellville, Petitioner 

(SEAL) 



BEFORE THE 
POSTAL REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20268 

In the Matter of 

BELLVILLE, GEORGIA 30414 

City of Bellville, Petitioner. 

GEORGIA, EV ANS COUNTY 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

VERIFICATION 

Docket No.: 30414 

Personally appeared before the undersigned officer duly authorized to administer oaths 

JODY McCOY, who, on oath, states that he is a City Councilmember of the City of Bellville, 

Georgia, Petitioner in the above and foregoing Participant Statement, and that the facts alleged 

therein are true and correct to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 24th day of July, 2020. 

City Councilmember 
City of Bellville, Petitioner 

(SEAL) 



BEFORE THE 
POSTAL REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20268 

In the Matter of 

BELLVILLE, GEORGIA 30414 

City of Bellville, Petitioner. 

GEORGIA, EV ANS COUNTY 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 

VERIFICATION 

Docket No.: 30414 

Personally appeared before the undersigned officer duly authorized to administer oaths 

JAMES DER WOOD TOOTLE, Jr., who, on oath, states that he is a City Councilmember of the 

City of Bellville, Georgia, Petitioner in the above and foregoing Participant Statement, and that 

the facts alleged therein are true and correct to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 24th day of July, 2020. 

62;;;~R~~ 
City Councilmember 
City of Bellville, Petitioner 

(SEAL) 




