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Contact: Mr Mutua Muthusi 

T +41 31 350 36 04 

Mutua.muthusi@upu.int 

 To: Union member countries 

Restricted unions 

Observers 

 Berne, 20 April 2020 

Reference: 2009(DIRCAB)1039 
Subject: Postponement of 27th UPU Congress, Abidjan 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 

The International Bureau and the Government of the Republic of Côte d'Ivoire have been working closely 

together to ensure the success of the 27th UPU Congress, and these efforts have continued even in the difficult 

situation brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

Like many countries, Côte d'Ivoire has taken measures to combat the spread of the coronavirus, but the 

situation in the country and in many other parts of the world remains worrying, and casts doubt on the possibility 

of successfully holding our Congress this August.  

 

Given these concerns, the Côte d'Ivoire Government has written to propose the postponement of the Congress 

to a later date, when the COVID-19 situation allows (copy of official letter attached).  

 

The International Bureau will continue monitoring the situation in coordination with the Ivorian authorities, and 

will propose appropriate dates once it is felt that the Congress can be held safely. Naturally, the health and 

safety of delegates, participants and citizens of the host country will be given priority when selecting new 

dates.  

 

I wish you all good health during this global crisis.  

 

Yours faithfully,  
 
 
(signed) 
 
 
Bishar A. Hussein 
Director General 
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Translation of letter to the Director General from the 
Minister of Digital Economy and Post, Côte d'Ivoire  
 
 
Abidjan, 15 April 2020 
 
 
Ref: 0518 MENUP/CAB/CAB 
 
 
Subject: Proposal to postpone the 27th UPU Congress following the coronavirus 
pandemic 
 
 
 
The entire world is currently grappling with the serious COVID-19 pandemic, which has 
already struck 184 countries.  
 
While Côte d'Ivoire, like all the countries of the world, has taken appropriate steps to combat 
this pandemic, of which there is no end in sight as yet, it is also conscious of its impact on 
the planned holding of the 27th Universal Postal Congress, due to take place in Abidjan from 
10 to 28 August 2020. 
 
Given this exceptional health crisis, to which no country in the world is immune, we feel that 
it will be difficult to go ahead with this Congress in August. 
 
This being so, the Government of the Republic of Côte d'Ivoire wishes to propose that the 
27th UPU Congress be postponed until a later date, to be agreed mutually by Côte d'Ivoire 
and the International Bureau as soon as the COVID-19 health situation allows. 
 
In addition, I would like to thank you for the International Bureau’s unwavering support for my 
country, and assure you that, despite the current global health situation, the team put in 
place to organize the Congress remains, and will continue to remain, ready to ensure the 
smooth organization of the 27th Congress and put the finishing touches to the preparations 
already made.  
 
The National Organizing Committee formed to ensure the complete success of the next 
Congress will continue to work closely with the International Bureau team and carry on with 
the preparatory work, which is progressing well. 
 
I hope that this serious global crisis will soon be behind us.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[signed] 
 
Mamadou Sanogo 


