
north
anl

shore r r

malleaQue
amerrca(J

RESCUE . NURTURE . ADOPT o EDUCATE
i:. = {': ¡: i l.l iI ;';
_1,:--¡{-'..t :. -" _'

January 27,2020

Postal Regulatory Commission
901 New York Avenue, NW Suite 200
Washington , DC 20268
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RE: Docket RM 2017-3

Dear Commissioners:

I am writing on behalf of North Shore Animal League America, our donors and, most importantly, those
we serve: thousands and thousands of homeless dogs and cats and the millions of children impacted by
our education program, the Mutt-i-grees'" Curriculum. We rely on the U.S. Mail to raise funds and
communicate with our supporters and constituents. Without the mail, our fundraising would suffer
catastrophic consequerlces, endangering our ability to continue our mission.

North Shore Animal League America is the world's largest animal rescue and adoption organization.
With no governrnent funding, we rely solely on private donations the majority of which are elicited
through the mail.

The Postal Service is an essential and indispensable tool for non-profit organizations. We are very
seriously concerned about the destructive impact the proposed rate computations - formulas enabling
increases of 28% - 40yo, or more - will have on our ability to accomplish, or even continue, our mission.
lf adopted as proposed, these rate increases will force our organization to reduce mail volume which will
certainly result in drastically reduced revenue, and in turn, will force us to reduce or shut down vital
services such as our Emergency Rescue program, Humane Relocation program and our Mutt-i-grees
educational program - which benefit both humans and our animal family members.

It's our belief that the current protocol for setting rates in which postal rates are informed by the
Consumer Price lndex should be maintained - and that it's critical to do so. The current system provides
we who are reliant on the Postal Service with a stable and predictable rate structure. And as long as
non-profits cân continue use of the mail, this will be mutually beneficialto the Postal Service.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and we appreciate your review and consideration on behalf
of our organization, and the non-profit community.

Sincerely, 4w
Jill Burkhqrdt
Senior Vice President Development
North Shore Animal League America
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