
 

BEFORE THE 
POSTAL REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20268–0001 

 

PERIODIC REPORTING 
(PROPOSAL ONE) 

Docket No. RM2019-6 

 
MOTION OF THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 

FOR LEAVE TO RESPOND TO PLEADING OF THE  
PUBLIC REPRESENTATIVE  

(September 5, 2019) 
 

On August 30, 2019, the Public Representative filed a pleading styled as “Public 

Representative Reply Comments on Proposed Change in Periodic Reporting.”  The 

Postal Service hereby moves for leave to respond. 

As background, on August 21, 2019, pursuant to Order No. 5133 (June 25, 

2019), the Public Representative filed his initial comments in this proceeding.  Order No. 

5133 included no provision for reply comments, but Order No. 5208 (August 23, 2019) 

set August 30 as the deadline for reply comments.  In accordance with Order No. 5208, 

but in advance of the scheduled deadline, the Postal Service on August 27 filed its reply 

comments to the initial comments of the Public Representative.  Expressly in response 

to the Postal Service’s reply comments, however, the Public Representative then filed 

the above-noted document on August 30, 2019.  Despite being ostensibly styled as 

“reply comments,” this pleading, in fact, plainly constitutes unauthorized surreply 

comments to the reply comments of the Postal Service.  While acknowledging that 

certain of his initial concerns have been resolved, the Public Representative in his 

surreply comments advances new material and arguments in support of his continued 

erroneous claims that further analysis of selected aspects of Proposal One is required. 
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Reluctant as the Postal Service may be to further extend this proceeding, some 

of the content of the Public Representative’s surreply comments compel a response.  

Specifically, the Postal Service needs to clear up certain major flaws in the analysis, as 

well as note instances in which the Public Representative mischaracterizes the Study 

Report.  Moreover, one argument raised (regarding alleged missing observations) 

addresses a new topic that was not mentioned in the Public Representative’s initial 

comments.  The Postal Service is entitled to an opportunity to respond to that erroneous 

new argument, as well as to the other issues on which the Public Representative has 

offered new analysis.  Such a response is submitted today as a separate filing. 

A response of this nature will enhance the record and provide the Commission 

with an improved basis for the evaluation of Proposal One. Therefore, the Postal 

Service respectfully moves for leave to respond to the August 30 surreply comments of 

the Public Representative. 
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