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 On January 30, 2019, staff members of the Commission’s Office of General 

Counsel and Office of Accountability and Compliance and representatives from the 

Postal Service engaged in a brief, informal discussion on procedural matters related to 

the anticipated proposal and review of prices for conditionally transferred Inbound Letter 

Post Small Packets and Bulky Letters.1  Although no ex parte communications 

occurred, out of an abundance of caution and to inform the public about this discussion, 

and consistent with the Commission’s rules regarding ex parte communications, the 

Commission gives formal notice of the discussion.  See 39 C.F.R. §§ 3008.3(b) and 

3008.6(b). 

 The discussion lasted less than one hour, and covered procedural and legal 

requirements for proposing rates for competitive products.  The Commission and Postal 

Service did not discuss specific rates or product information.  Among the items 

discussed were: 

                                            
1
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 the appropriate level of detail, explanation, and analysis for any proposed rate 

structure; 

 the possibility of the Postal Service designing competitive Inbound Letter Post 

rates to approximate domestic equivalents; 

 the procedural and timing consequences of designating rates generally 

applicable versus not generally applicable; 

 the possibility of bilateral agreements with, and cost saving behavior of foreign 

postal operators; 

 bilateral vs. non-bilateral piece distinction; and 

 the possibility of proposing domestic rates prior to Inbound Letter Post rates. 

In a few instances, the Commission, in observance with the rules regarding ex parte 

communications, declined to engage in policy clarification and Commission views on 

potential questions of law.  The Commission anticipates such substantive questions to 

be contested before the Commission, and ex parte discussions of such matters are 

prohibited pursuant to 39 C.F.R. part 3008. 

 Following this conversation, and recognizing the restrictions on ex parte 

communications, and the limited value of strictly procedural guidance in this particular 

instance, the Commission issued Order No. 4997 to schedule an off the record technical 

conference to openly discuss these matters and provide an opportunity for public 

participation.2  Such an off the record conference promotes transparency and satisfies 

the Commission’s rules regarding ex parte communications, and is therefore a more 

appropriate forum for discussing technical, policy, or strategic issues related to 

competitive Inbound Letter Post Small Packets and Bulky Letters and Inbound 

Competitive Registered Mail services rates. 

 

By the Commission. 
 
 

Stacy L. Ruble 
Secretary 
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 Notice and Order Initiating Docket and Scheduling Technical Conference, February 5, 2019 

(Order No. 4997). 


