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On November 16, 2018, the Postal Service filed a petition to initiate a rulemaking

concerning ratemaking procedures for inbound letter post and related services. This petition

requests that the Commission exempt Inbound Letter Post from the CPI price cap. Further, the

Postal Service has requested expeditious consideration of this petition with a final resolution

within 60 days of the filing of its petition. In Order No. 4882, the Commission issued an

Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (“ANPR”) to consider the Postal Service’s petition,

and in Order No. 4904, the Commission extended the deadline for filing comments on the ANPR

to December 20, 2018. Pursuant to 39 C.F.R. § 3001.21(a) and in the interests of providing

meaningful comment on the ANPR, the Association of Postal Commerce (“PostCom”) requests

that the Commission or Chairman issue an information request to the Postal Service addressing

the topics outlined below.

While PostCom will address the implications and legality of the request contained in the

Postal Service’s request in its comments, the affected stakeholders deserve an opportunity to

comment on this latest petition in an informed fashion. Unfortunately, available revenue and

volume data for Inbound Letter Post is highly aggregated. Without disaggregated data on volume

and revenue, the magnitude of the problem for which the Postal Service seeks relief cannot be
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known. To allow interested parties to ascertain the scope of the issues presented by the Postal

Service in its petition, we ask that the Chairman or Commission issue the following information

requests to the Postal Service:

1. Please provide Inbound International Letter Post volume and revenues

disaggregated by shape and weight.

2. On pages 6-7 of its Petition, the Postal Service states: “No longer . . . will the

Postal Service be constrained to accept mail at UPU-set terminal dues rates; it may now, for the

first time, have to self-declare the terminal dues rates to be charged. Those rates will necessarily

have to be higher than the existing terminal dues rates, in order to ensure that they are

appropriate.” Please provide any simulation, study, or similar document or exercise the Postal

Service has completed or undertaken to estimate the impact on other First-Class Mail prices of

the higher Inbound Letter Post rates that will replace the existing, Universal Postal Union rates

for Inbound Letter Post.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Matthew D. Field

Matthew D. Field
Ian D. Volner
VENABLE LLP
600 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20001
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