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The National Postal Policy Council (“NPPC”), the Major Mailers 

Association, the National Association of Presort Mailers, and the Association for 

Mail Electronic Enhancement hereby respectfully submit these comments in 

response to the motion by PostCom to extend the deadline for comments in this 

proceeding.1   

We understand that the Postal Service believes that the subject of this 

proceeding is a matter of substantial urgency, as evidenced by its desire to have 

final rules adopted within 60 days.  However, the Postal Service’s desire for 

expedited consideration must be balanced with the interests of other potentially 

affected parties, including users of First-Class Mail.  We agree with PostCom that 

the deadline set by Order No. 4882 does not strike a proper balance. 

                                                
1  Motion of the Association for Postal Commerce to Extend Comment Deadline, Docket 
No. RM2019-2 (Nov. 21, 2018) (“PostCom Motion”).  The Commission set an abbreviated 20-day 
deadline in its Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in this proceeding.  Order No. 4882, at 3 
(Nov. 20, 2018).   
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It is evident that the Petition implicates complicated and novel issues 

under the Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act that will affect interested 

parties beyond the Postal Service and that require thoughtful deliberation.  These 

include the interpretation of the price cap provisions in Section 3622(d), the 

meaning of Order No. 43, the effects of moving certain market-dominant products 

outside of the price cap on the First-Class Mail remaining subject to the cap 

(which presumably has been subsidizing Inbound Letter Post for years), and the 

related proceeding in Docket No. MC2019-17 to reclassify Inbound Letter Post 

small packets and bulky letters as Competitive products.   

Although analyzing these complex legal and policy issues and preparing 

appropriate comments would be difficult enough, interested parties must also 

obtain necessary internal authorization to file.  The twenty-day comment period 

set by Order No. 4882, of which the first five days consisted of the Thanksgiving 

holiday, gives insufficient time for interested parties to prepare a thoughtful 

response and obtain the requisite approvals.  The novelty of the issues warrants 

a lengthier period.  At the same time, a longer comment period should also factor 

into account the upcoming Christmas and New Year’s holidays.  (Indeed, 

PostCom’s proposed comment date of January 4, 2019, may not fully take these 

into consideration.)   

We recognize that Order No. 4882 is merely an Advance Notice of 

Proposed Rulemaking and does not itself propose rules.  However, that does not 

justify a hurried initial comment period.2  On the contrary, receiving thoughtful 

                                                
2  Again, we understand that the Postal Service may feel a real sense of urgency.  
However, we believe that Postcom has fairly pointed out that the objective basis for urgency to 
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comments addressing these legal and policy issues now, in response to Order 

No. 4882, rather than in response to a notice of proposed rulemaking later in this 

proceeding would facilitate an orderly and more efficient conduct of this 

proceeding. 

For the foregoing reasons, the undersigned parties agree with PostCom 

that good cause exists for extending the deadline for initial comments.  However, 

we respectfully urge the Commission to extend the comment period to at least 50 

days.   
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the extent of dispensing with sufficient time for potentially affected parties to make thoughtful 
comment simply has not been demonstrated.  See Postcom Motion at 2-3. 


