Participant Statement

T .
PR

BEFORE THE . 'fH-f'guiat_ory Commission
POSTAL REGULATORY COMMISSION’*!¢¢ of the Chief Admin. Officer
26 3
WASHINGTON, DC 20268 AUGS 0 2011
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City of East Camden, by , Petitioner(s)

its Mayor, Robert A. McAdoo

PARTICIPANT STATEMENT
1. Petitioner(s) are appealing the Postal Service’s Final Determination concerning
the East Camden, AR post office. The Final Determination was posted _July 13, 2011

(date)

2. In accordance with applicable law, 39 U.S.C. § 404(b)(5), the Petitioner(s) request
the Postal Regulatory Commission to review the Postal Service’s determination on the basis of
the record before the Postal Service in the making of the determination.

3, Petitioners: Please set out below the reasons why you believe the Postal Service’s
Final Determination should be reversed and returned to the Postal Service for further
consideration. (See pages 1-2 of the Instructions for an outline of the kinds of reasons the law
requires us to consider.) Please be as specific as possible. Please continue on additional paper if
you need more space and attach the additional page(s) to this form.

See attached letter from Robert A. McAdoo, Mayor of East

Camden, Arkansas.
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Céﬁy 0/[ East Camden

P. O. BOX 3046
EAST CAMDEN, ARKANSAS 71711-1146
PHONE: 870-574-2900
FAX: 870-574-2905

August 24, 2011

Office of the Secretary

Post Regulatory Commission

901 New York Avenue NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20268-0001

RE: In the Matter of:
East Camden Branch Post Office
East Camden, Arkansas
Docket No. A2011-30

Dear Sirs:

As Mayor of East Camden, Arkansas, | respectfully submit the following in
support of my Participant Statement which is being submitted online simultaneously
in Docket No. A2011-30.

| believe the Postal Service's Final Determination should be reversed and
returned to the Postal Service for further consideration based upon the following:

1. The Postal Service did not consider certain issues it is required to
consider. The effect of the closing of the East Camden Post Office Branch on the
community served by this branch post office was not properly considered. The East
Camden Post Office Branch services not only the City of East Camden (population
931) but also the Highland Industrial Park where weekly salaries rank highest in
Arkansas and 47" highest in our nation. Highland Industrial Park is also home to four
fortune five hundred companies such as Lockheed Martin, Aerojet, General
Dynamics and Raytheon Missile Systems which employ between 2500 and 3500
people. Also included in the area in which the East Camden Post Office Branch
serves is Southern Arkansas University Tech which includes the Arkansas Law
Enforcement Training Academy, Arkansas Fire Academy and the Arkansas
Environmental Academy. This university’s enrollment for the Spring 2011 semester
included 2,601 students. Another impressive fact about East Camden is that it was
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the only city in Ouachita County and surrounding counties that experienced growth in
the last census taken by the United States Government. A major increase in East
Camden’s population is expected with the completion of an ongoing development
project which will include a 250 luxury apartment complex, four star hotel, retail
center, six screen movie theater and gated housing community. Construction of this
103 acre project began earlier this year and is expected to be completed by the end
of 2012. A growing community with economic development on the horizon will be
adversely affected by the closing of the East Camden Post Office Branch.

2. The facts relied on by the Postal Service have not been
established. In reviewing your “Responsiveness to Community Postal Needs”, | find
that the Post Service relied upon incorrect information in its Final Determination. |
would like to point out the following discrepancies that need to be properly addressed
and corrected:

a. The Camden Post Office is not located 4 miles from the
East Camden branch as stated in the determination.
Instead, it is 7.9 miles away.

b. The meeting on April 25, 2011 referred to in the final
determination was not properly posted. Had it been
properly posted, many members of our community,
including elected officials, would have attended to voice
their objections. Had | received notice of the meeting |, as
Mayor of East Camden, would have attended along with
many others.

e. The determination states that East Camden is an
unincorporated city. This is incorrect. East Camden is an
incorporated city of the second class in the State of
Arkansas. Police protection is provided by the East
Camden Police Department and not by the Camden
Police Department as falsely stated in the determination.
Fire Protection is provided by the East Camden Fire
Department, not the Camden Fire Department as falsely
stated in the determination.

d. East Camden is not a commuter community as
erroneously stated in the Final Determination, but rather
an incorporated city with approximately 931 residents.
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Your determination to close the East Camden Post Office Branch will
adversely affect many East Camden residents, businesses and an institution of
higher education. | would ask that you reconsider your Final Determination based on
the reasons listed above.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Zf A Nikto
Robert A. McAdoo, Mayor
City of East Camden

RAM/am

cc.  Senator Mark Pryor
500 Clinton Avenue, Suite 401
Little Rock, AR 72201

Congressman Mike Ross

c/o Mr. Gene Higgenbotham

George Howard, Sr. Federal Building
100 E. 8™ Ave., Room 2521

Pine Bluff, AR 71601



