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The United States Postal Service hereby provides the response of witness

Coombs to the following interrogatory of UPS, filed on July 12, 2006: UPS/USPS-T44-

1.

Each interrogatory is stated verbatim and is followed by the response.
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UPS/USPS-T44-1.
Refer to your response to UPS/USPS-T37-6 and USPS-LRL-89, Attachment B,
page 2.

(a) Identify and provide all studies or analyses that examine the differences in
city carrier and rural carrier cost per piece for the delivery of Priority Malil
and/or Parcel Post pieces that vary by:

I. Weight
il. Density

(b) Do city and rural carrier costs for the delivery of Priority and/or Parcel Post

pieces increase as weight increases, all else equal? Explain your answer in

detail.

(c) Do city and rural carrier costs for the delivery of Priority Mail and/or Parcel

Post pieces increase as cubic feet per piece increases, all else equal?

Explain your answer in detail.

RESPONSE:

a. Itis my understanding that no studies or analyses have been conducted
that examine the effect of weight or density on city delivery costs or rural
costs for Priority Mail or Parcel Post.

b. 1 don't address costs in my testimony, but if you are asking me if Priority or
Parcel Post pieces that weigh more tend to be handled differently
operationally, then | would answer yes. For example, Priority Mail and
Parcel Post pieces that weigh more than two pounds, and/or cannot fit into
a carrier’'s satchel or cart, are handled on a separate trip. But whether
such differences are generally due to weight, or other factors, such as size

or shape, which may be related to weight, | have had no occasion to

study, and | have no opinion.
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c. |l don't address costs in my testimony, but if you are asking me if Priority or
Parcel Post pieces that larger are handled differently operationally, then |
would answer yes. For example, Priority Mail and Parcel Post pieces that
weigh more than two pounds, and/or cannot fit into a carrier’s satchel or
cart are handled on a separate trip which increases costs. But whether
such differences are generally due to size, or other factors, such as weight
or shape or density, which may be related to size, | have had no occasion

to study, and | have no opinion.
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