CONCURRING OPINION OF VICE CHAIRMAN LEBLANC














	I congratulate the Postal Service for proposing an innovative and apparently useful product which may prove to be very beneficial to small users of the mail and to the Postal Service itself.  That said, I cannot agree that Mailing Online (a competitive service) and more specifically the market test, should be allowed access to the letter mailstream (a monopoly service) on more favorable terms than those allowed to its actual and potential competitors.  The record is unclear about how much actual competition there is in the market for which the Postal Service has designed Mailing Online, the small office, home office (SoHo) market.  Internet services of all types, however, are sprouting up at a dizzying pace.  Failure to allow potential competitors to serve the SoHo market on the same terms as the Postal Service could have a devastating effect on competition in this segment of the dynamically growing internet services market.


	I believe, however, that the market test is so limited that its potential to harm actual or potential competition is limited. Consequently, I concur in this decision.

















W.H. “Trey” LeBlanc III


Vice Chairman
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